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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. XXVin. MARCH 7, 1913. No. 10. 

SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 
PREVALENCE DURING JULY, AUGUST, AND SEPTEMBER, 1912. 

Information regarding the reported prevalence of smallpox during 
the third quarter of the calendar year 1912 is available for the District 
of Columbia and the 32 States enumerated in the tables on pages 
455-460. Cases of smallpox were notified in all the States reporting 
to the Surgeon General, with the exception of Arizona, the District of 
Columbia, Florida, and Maryland. 

A summary of cases and of deaths reported in each State will be 
found given by States and by months on page 455. A table giving 
cases and deaths by counties and by months will be found beginning 
on page 455. 

During the third quarter of the year, 2,070 cases of smallpox, with 
58 deaths, were reported in the 32 States reporting. In Pennsylvania 
30 deaths and 197 cases were reported; in Texas 11 deaths and 76 
cases; and in California 11 deaths and 138 cases. Kansas reported 
2 deaths and 56 cases, while Utah reported 2 deaths and 234 cases. 
Illinois reported 1 death and 100 cases, Wisconsin 1 death and 108 
cases. 

Of the 197 cases reported in Pennsylvania 44 occurred at Carbon- 
dale between August 10 and September 7. 

A virulent outbreak of smallpox occurred in the city of Pittsburgh, 
29 of the 30 deaths reported in the State having been in that city. 
The 1 1 deaths reported in California occurred in Los Angeles County, 
where 62 cases were notified, giving a case mortality rate of 17.74 
per cent. 
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Of the 1 1 deaths reported in Texas 9 occurred in Dallas County, 
where 46 cases were notified — giving a case mortality rate of 19.17 
per cent; and 2 deaths were reported in Hood County, from 27 
cases — giving a case mortality rate of 7.4 per cent 

With the exception of the outbreaks of virulent smallpox noted in 
California, Pennsylvania, and Texas, the disease as reported in the 
other States was of the mild type. In Illinois 100 cases were reported, 
with but 1 death; in Kansas 56 cases, with 2 deaths; in Utah 234 cases, 
with 2 deaths; in Wisconsin 108 cases, with 1 death. In 21 States a 
total of 1,164 cases were reported without a death. 

The largest numbers of cases were reported in the following States : 
Utah 234 cases, Pennsylvania 197, Washington 185, Minnesota 164, 
North Carolina 147, California 138, Wisconsin 108, Ohio 106, Illinois 
100, New York 100. The smallest numbers were reported as follows: 
Wyoming, 1 case; New Jersey, 2 cases; Connecticut, 10 cases; Massa- 
chusetts and Oklahoma, 15 each; Oregon and Vermont, 20 each; 
Colorado, 21 cases; North Carolina, 27 cases, and South Dakota, 28 
cases. 

Smallpox was also present in States not enumerated in the table, 
but information regarding the number of cases occurring in them has 
not been available. 

During the first quarter of 1912 there were reported 8,850 cases of 
smallpox with 81 deaths; during the second quarter 5,734 cases, with 
53 deaths. 

The reports from Minnesota for the third quarter of 1912 gave the 
vaccination histories of the patients in detail as follows: Of 164 cases 
notified 2 of the patients had been vaccinated within 7 years preced- 
ing the attack, 6 had been last vaccinated more than 7 years preced- 
ing the attack, and 120 had never been successfully vaccinated. In 
36 cases the vaccination history had not been obtained. 



PLAGUE. 

A NOTE IN REGARD TO INFECTED HOUSES. 

By Victor G. Heiseb, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service, chief quarantine 
officer and director of health for the Philippine Islands. 

During the month of December, in connection with the plague sup- 
pression measures which were carried out in Manila by the bureau of 
health, a very interesting experiment was made. On December 17 a 
case of human plague occurred at No. 4 Calle Barraca. As soon as 
the case was removed, and before disinfection, 2 guinea pigs free from 
fleas were placed in a wire cage, and this cage was put at the place 
where the man had been sleeping. The cage was left there for a 



